( LARK NEWS May 2026

Livermore Amateur Radio Klub LARK is an
ARRL affiliated club dedicated to Public Service
Volunteer Emergency Communications.

Meetings are once a month on the 3 Saturday 9:30AM

VENUE: City of Livermore Meeting Hall

1016 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore CA 94550

Available live via zoom by invitation only. Visitors Welcome

Cindy KO6DSG in S131 2, Photo b Sean KK6SM Aape Church Rest Stop, Photo by Roger KK6RD
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Presidents Message

| want to thank Brian KA6ZED for making the
coffee and picking up the refreshments for
monthly meetings. | would like to have
someone help him if possible, please let me
know. This effort is appreciated by all who
attend the meeting.

| wanted to let you know that the Events
Chairperson (me) is following the upcoming
events for 2026, and | have an update. The
following events will be happening:

* Devil Mountain Double Century - April 25t
* Devil Mountain Run - May 3™

* Independence Day Dash - July 3™

» Patterson Pass Road Race - August 2"

* Pacificon Booth/Swap Meet - Oct 17t -18th

We are in need of volunteer radio support for all
events and any level of experience is welcome.

As more events are confirmed you will be kept
advised. Make sure to sign up on the LARK
website for these events for which LARK
supports.

The annual LARK elections were held April 18®
at the LARK club meeting. Congratulations to
the new officers and thank you to the returning
officers and board members. Appreciate your
willingness to serve the club.

| wanted to thank Ron AD6KV and VE Team
for continuing to provide a way for hams to get
their testing completed.

lan W6TCP continues to work on enhancing
the repeaters for use by all of us so please
report any issues to lan by email.

| encourage you to check in with the LARK
Monday, Wednesday (10.10 Windfarms Net),
and Thursday night nets, held every week. There
are other nets available, and they can be found
on the LARK website. It is good experience
getting on the air.

| want to thank Ed AE6D for coordinating the
weekly nets. By participating in the nets, you'll
hear what is going on in our Ham community.

We are meeting In-Person at the Livermore City
Meeting Hall each month on third Saturday, and
we are also offering the meeting on Zoom for
those who prefer that way to attend.

Wishing you all stay healthy and stay safe.

George KG6GEM (kgbwiu1 at
comcast dot net)




Notes from the Editor

Thank you to Josh KK6JDC and Lucas
KOG6LBA for their presentation on Meshtastic
101 at the club meeting. As well as their
meshtastic prize drawing was appreciated by
all.

Josh KK6JDC and
Lucas KO6LBA,
Photo by Jerry
N5KA

LARK Attendees, '
Photo by Jerry pise
N5KA e

Thank you for all that have sent articles,
pictures, and feedback. The newsletter is a
collaborative process, please keep sending me
your articles and ideas.

Gregory KN6RUQ editor at livermoreark dot
org




Monthly Meeting Minutes

LARK General Meeting | April 18, 2026 | Minutes

Call to Order

1. Meeting called to order by George KG6GEM at 9:30am.

2. George started introductions, first in-person attendees and then Zoom attendees.

3. 43InPerson / 3 Online / 1 Guest = 47 Total attending the meeting.

Election - George KG6GEM

1. George presented the slate of officers for 2026. Motion by Ron AD6KV to approve
the slate of officers as presented and a vote by acclimation, seconded by David
KG6WIR, motion passed unanimously.

Presentation

1. Josh KK6]DC and Lucas KO6LBA presented “Meshtastic 101"

2. Josh and Lucas had two cases and a complete Meshtastic kit that were raffled off to
those in attendance.

Activities - Jerry N5SKA

1. May presentation Darryl K6BAY on Directional Finding.

2. June presentation will talk about a Fire Department mesh network.

3. Might have a presentation for July

4. If you have any suggestions for presentations for July, and August, contact Steve
K8YIP or Jerry N5KA, or Brian KA6ZED.

Events - George KG6GEM

1. All signups are on the website.

2. Cinderella Bike Ride was on Saturday, April 11™. It went well with challenging rainy
weather at the end. It was the last Cinderella. Sunday, May 23rd, 2027, sponsored by
Habitat for Humanity and Valley Spokesman, waiting for the official name of the ride
and details.

3. Devil Mountain Double is on Saturday, April 25th.

4. Devil Mountain Run is on Sunday, May 34,

5. Independence Day Dash is on July 3rd.

Newsletter - Greg KN6RUQ
1. Keep the articles and pictures coming, deadline is Monday. Please submit to Greg.
Membership - George KG6GM

1. We currently have about 50% of the total 2025 membership paid members for
2026.

Previous Minutes - George KG6GEM

1. Motion by Creed KO6MQK and seconded by Rand W6TRM to approve previous
minutes as written. Passed unanimously.

Repeaters - Nate NBMOR
1. Repeaters are doing well.



VE Testing/Technical Interest Group/ARES - Ron AD6KV
1. VE testing: Canceled test sessions after the meeting. Next month there will be a
testing session. Looking for VE volunteers to assist with USS Hornet club on July
11th,
2. TIG Robot Garden nothing specifically being worked on. If you want to do a club
project, contact Ron AD6KV.
3. See Ron AD6KV or Rich KK6RIC for ARES information.
BEACON Exercise
1. Adrian W6AG presented information about the upcoming BEACON exercise on April
3Qth
Ask the Elmer
1. APRS on the international space station is offline.
Adjournment
1. George adjourned the meeting at 11:09 AM.

Minutes submitted by:

Ryan Mahoney (W6RAM) - LARK Secretary



Board Meeting Minutes

LARK Board Meeting | April 13, 2026 | Minutes

Attendees: George KG6GEM, Chris W6C]Q, Ryan W6RAM, Peter AI6RG, Nate NBMOR,
Roger KK6RD, David KG6WIR, Jerry N5KA, Bernie NJ6W

Call to Order
1. Meeting called to order by George at 7:30 PM.
Treasurer’s Report - Peter
1. Nothing unexpected to report.
Repeaters - Nate
1. Need to get time to get out to ODP fix cooling fan.
Activities - Jerry
1. April: MeshTastic: A Mesh Network in the Bay Area.
2. May: Radio Direction Finding
3. June: Mesh Networks in the Bay Area for Emergencies.
4. Jerry is looking to pass the torch from Activities chair.
Events - George
Cinderella Bike Ride - Successful final Cinderella event with over 500 riders
Devil Mountain Double - April 25t
Devil Mountain Run - May 3rd
Independence Day Dash - July 3rd
Patterson Pass Road Race - August 2nd
. Pacificon - October 16,17,and 18th
Membership - Bernie
1. The club has around 80 paid members, a much lower total compared to 2025.
2. Saturday April 18 is World Amateur Radio Day, while it is too late to do anything
thing this year, we should plan on holding a public open house event next year.
3. We have a few new members from those passing their license exams administered
by LARK VEs.
Website - George
1. The Board shared thoughts on the design of the new website.
Elections - George
1. Annual LARK Elections on Saturday.
2. Will look for a replacement Activities chair.
Silent Keys - George
1. Rick Schnetz W6RAL.
2. Ron Parker N6PFX.
Adjournment
1. George adjourned the meeting at 8:24 PM.

oUW
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Minutes submitted by:

Ryan Mahoney (W6RAM)- LARK Secretary



Community Activities

We NEED You!
Sigh Up NOW

Devil Mountain Double Century - Saturday, April 25, 2026

e Signup https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C0844AEAD28A6FA7-2022

The event is 200 mile, one day, bike ride for about 50 riders. LARK’s help is requested for
the Mines Road segment (where cell phones don’t work) starting South of Livermore to
the summit of Mt Hamilton.

...

AT Devil Mountain Run - Sunday, May 3, 2026
Signup https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C0844AEAD28A6FA7-devil1#

This event takes place in downtown Danville and is a foot race - 5K,
10K, and One Mile fun run.

Independence Day Dash - Friday, July 3, 2026

M Signup https.//www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C0844AEAD28A6FAT-
Bl 56538534-livermores

The event is 5K and Kids’ fun run at Sycamore Grove Park. A chance to break a sweat before
kicking back all day with family and friends.

Patterson Pass Road Race - Sunday, August 2, 2026

| Signup https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C0844AEAD28A6FA7-patterson1

.~ This event takes place in the hills east of Livermore. The races start
| at 8am and finish about 1pm. As a ham radio volunteer, you are
there to provide emergency communications at planned stationary
posts from 7am to approximately1pm.
...
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Cinderella Bike Ride

George Moorehead KG6GEM

There were 37 radio operators who volunteered
from LARK, MDARC and Workday who helped
support the Cinderella Classic Bicycle Rlde held on
Saturday, Apr|I 11th 2026.

| Ed KN6MBF (Left)

Jonathan NTMTB \q
(right) o Biory e

Photos by Roger
KK6RD

This year there were a total of 502+ riders on the
road. The riders where on the following courses:
Lite Course, Classic Course, Short Course and the
Challenge Course. There were no injuries this year.

The Amateur Radio operators were at the Start/
Finish, Course Splits, and covered the Challenge,
Classic, Short, and Lite routes and at each of the
Rest Stops along the

way, additionally we
had 25 in support |
vehicles, Net Control
had 4 hams, and

Stationary Posts had
11 hams supporting
this event.

CS131.2 Net Control, Photo by Jerry N6KA

A safety and radio protocols meeting were held at
7:15am at Net Control. Roll Call was performed by
Net Control at different times of the day.
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Roger KK6RD with his Go-Box, Photo by
Jerry NSKA

¥  Go-Box: Retevis RT-95, MFJ ClearTone

| speaker in a Rigid tool case. Comet
{ Magmount 5/8 2m ground wave on a tripod.

Following photos by Sean KK6SM

Ryan W6RAM and Steve K8YIP Monitoring
e the Course

We had 20 APRS (GPS)
trackers being utilized in
vehicles this year,

considerably more than the
year.

last Since the

computers at Cinderella

Net Control were
connected to the
Internet, the phone

APRS trackers did have
their position on our
maps (This only works &
where cell phone overage is available, and data
rates do apply). We wish we could have had
trackers in many more vehicles as this aids Net
Control in dispatching vehicles to incidents and
requests for assistance. | . . :

The weather was raining
in the morning and
afternoon this year. The
Start /Finish of the ride
was located at the
Dublin Senior Center.
Net Control was set up in
the San Ramon Valley

Fire Protection District Communlcatlons Vehicle
(CS-131) this year with ample space for operations.

Net Control as well as other Hams were on duty
from 6:00 am until 6:00 pm. The SRVFPD Comm
Unit CS-131 was on-site supporting the event.



Thank you for your time and being able to use the
Comm Unit for this event.

| want to thank everyone who helped:

John WBG6ETY, Mark KM6XU, Dave KG6WIR,
Ryan W6RAM, Dan KB6FF, Kim N6LVQ, Bill
N6SGT, Nate N8MOR, Bill AJ6UU, Sean KK6SM,
Michael KEMWM, Steve K8YIP, Alan KM6BRQ,
Rand W6TRM, Ron AD6KYV, Allen AK6FB, Jerry
N5KA, Tony KK6CPC, Bernie NJ6W, Ed
KN6MBF, Adrian AK6FR, Roger KK6RD, Cindy
K06DSG, Larry KI6LNB, Jadine KOGEYW,
George KOGEYE, Garrett W6ILO, Rich KK6RIC,
Tony AB6BR, Jonathan N1MTB, Creed
KO6MQK, Joe NR7Z, Lucas KO6LBA, Richard
KN6CCK, Rob KI6AHX, and Raj KN6MBG.

| also want to recognize Workday and MDARC for
their volunteers that helped support this event.
COMM Reserves: Ryan Mahoney, Rand Mahoney,
Steve Nissen, Bill Shaffer, and CERT volunteers,
Elizabeth and Donna worked as Scribes and radio
support.

It should be noted that 5 of the Comm Reserves
also have their ham licenses and not only helped at
Net Control but also were in the field as SAG/
Sweep support.

A big THANKS to everyone for putting up with our
last-minute assignment changes.

Looking forward to your help again next year.
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Fox Hunting at Camp Herms

Brian Zoraster, KA6ZED

Scouts getting hands-on with RDF

On Sunday, March 22nd, the excitement of
Radio Direction Finding (RDF)made its way to
Camp Herms in EI Cerrito. Representing
LARK, Brian KA6ZED and Nate NS8MOR
headed out to host a hands-on fox hunt for the
Cub Scouts of the Golden Gate Council,
making for a fantastic day of radio education.

After deploying two hidden transmitters, Brian
and Nate took some time to teach the scouts
the basics. They covered the core concepts
behind RDF, discussed its practical importance
for community service and scouting, and
showed the kids how turning it into a game
makes it incredibly fun.

The natural environment provided a great
learning curve. Radio wave reflections certainly
added a touch of challenge for the kids, but
they didn't give up. With a little bit of
mentoring—and a lot of enthusiasm—over 40
scouts successfully tracked down the foxes!

It was a highly rewarding experience for
everyone involved. With a bit of luck and
continued outreach, we hope to keep building
these inroads to introduce the next generation
to the joy of amateur radio.

Tape Measure Yagi Antenna (folded/unfolded)
with sniffers
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LARK Station Renewal

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE
WA60ODP

ATTN: RICHARD K WHIPKEY
LIVERMORE AMATEUR RADIO KLUB

PO BOX 3190 _
LIVERMORE, CA 94551

FCC Registration Number (FRN): 0038236220
Special Con_diﬁéhs / Endorsements

NONE
Grant Date | Effective Date Print Date t Expiration Date
04-08-2026 04-08-2026 04-08-2026 06-07-2036
File Number Operator Privileges Station Privileges
0011984778 CLUB

THIS LICENSE IS NOT TRANSFERABLE |

Qi 12 Dol

(Licensee’s Signature)

FCC 660 - August 2021
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Silent Key

Remembering friends and club members. Thank
you for all your contributions to the club. They will
be missed.

* Rick Schnetz WAG6RAI - Passed March 18,
2026

+ Ron Parker N6PFX - Passed April 4, 2026

+ Debbie Yamin KF6JS XYL - Passed January
26, 2026

e m{;&,— Fezcow HamsL _ ‘l

THAVK YOU S0 mUcH TR THE - : y
Cun D THOOSHTS AVD Q??-«H'YERS & ;ﬁm@'
REGATLOI MG THE TASSING OF [ E
MY WAFE; DEBBE, SFE WAS
ArEZL10G AND SO ONPERSTRIVDINAE- & MY (i
RaDe weEDs !
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tHOVGHTEVL VO weEZe enIoYeD !/
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.
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Swap n’ Shop Cave

New items can be viewed at this post. If interested
please contact the shop keeper, Mark KK6UKU via
email mkshbow2 at gmail dot com or phone 925
339 4212.
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https://livermoreark.groups.io/g/main/message/15949

by Chris Codella, W2PA

Across

1. Diploma word

6. Tiny PCB parts

10. Junkbox item, say
14. Like a nerd

15. Grid ____ resistor
16. All over again

17. Irish prefix

18.  -VOX

19. '60s Novice transmitter
maker

20. Heathkit Novice rig
22. VU4 island
24, Azimuth 90

26. What a lid is, for
example

27. Best Yagi spacing

31. Pick up, on the bands,
say

34. OE peaks

35. 457 group

40. This puzzle's theme
43, "Get lost!"

44, What a poor CW filter
does

45. SU river

46. Beams, towers,
amplifier - to a DXer, say

48. You feed an ant. with
it, very generally speaking

52. VU royal YL
54. ER land

57. Popular Novice rig
(and tube) of the 50's

62. Like Darth Vader

63. 2006 contest held in
PY

65. Label on a wattmeter
66. Give up

67. Unlucky number, in
Rome

68. Plantain lily

Crossword Puzzle

Vintage Beginnings

12/22/2008

20

27 |28 |29

30

40

41 |42

69. New Englander hams
70. -Uda
71. Hex

Down

. Took to court

. Windows alternative
. Amps per Volt

. Cooper maker

. High points

. Kills, as a dragon
. Restroom sign

. Packet payload

. RF effect

10. Song of praise
11. JA cartoon art

L= - B - WY B LY

12. Restore a PS, say

13. Drake Novice
transmitter

21.
23.
25.
27.
28.
29.
30.
32.
33.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
41.
42,
46.
47.
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Tit for
Physicist Paul

Ponderous one

Drift, as an odor

Hip bones

P5-land (abbr.)

To be, in old Rome
Duck: (in DL)

"Got it!"

Natural ground system
FIGS partner

VE3 lake

PJ title

Ceramic insulators, say
Sierra follower

Phi follower

Preceeds a'l'

Halves of thirds

48. AC-1 maker
49. Group of 13
50. Trombone part

51. What an amplifier in
standby does

53. Char. code

55. Z lead-ins

56. Opera solo

58. Quad element

59. QSL mgr's expectation
60. Part of IARU (abbr.)

61. Controlled a Novice's
freq., once

64. Welding type - was
heliarc, once



Crossword Solution
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

LARK MONDAY NIGHT NET

147.120 MHZ + offset, PL 100 AD6KV
Every Monday 7 PM local time
Visitors welcome to join in
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Net Control Operator Schedules

Vionday Night Net Control Operator Schedule

April May June
| Date [ NetControl | [ Date [ NetControl | [ Date [ NetControl |
4/6 Ed /AE6D 5/4 Ron / AD6KV 6/1 Jon / WB6AEA
4/13 EOC 5/11 EOC 6/8 EOC
4/20 John / WBGETY 5/18 Ed /AEGD 6/15 Ron / AD6KV
4/27 Jon / WB6AEA 5/25 John / WBGETY 6/22 Ed / AE6GD
6/29 John / WBGETY

s m)

EVERYONE is invited to check in to the net. Please contact AE6D ae6d@sbcglobal.net if you
need more information or would like to become a Net Control Operator. After the net please call
Ed AE6D with the AC/DC statistics or send him the information by email.

\—/

ursday Night Net Control Operator Schedule

If you would like to volunteer or learn to be Net Control please contact Nate NSMOR (nate at nateandamy

dot org)

4/2 David / KBWOO Rich / KK6RIC
4/9 Bill / AJ6UU Bill / AJ6UU
4/16 Don /W2DON David / K6WOO
4/23 Adrian / W6AG Don / W2DON
4/30 TBD Adrian / W6AG
517 Garrett / W6ILO TBD
5/14 Brian / KA6ZED Garrett / W6ILO
5/21 Peter / AIGRG Brian / KA6ZED
5/28 Nate / NSMOR Peter / AIGRG
6/4 Rich / KK6RIC Nate / NSMOR
6/11 Bill / AJ6UU Rich / KK6RIC
6/18 David / K6WOO Bill / AJ6UU
6/25 Don / W2DON David / K6WOO
Regularly Scheduled Nets
[ LARKILIVERMORE NET Every Mon 1900 local 147.120+ PL 100
RACES Net Every MON. 1900 local
Windfarms 10-10 NET Every WED. 1930 local 28.485 USB
Hams Over IP NET Every WED. 1900 Bridge 10096 PIN 7120
LARK TECH NET Every THURS. 1930 local 147.120+ PL 100
LLNL Retiree NET Every FRI 8:30 am 0830 local 7.2630 LSB
SWOT Every Sun. & Tues. 2000 LOCAL 144.250 USB
THE NOON TIME NET EVERYDAY 1200-1400 LOCAL 7.2685LSB & 3970 LSB |
RV RADIO NET MON - FRI 0800-0930 LOCAL 7.2685 LSB
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LARK Contacts

LARK-LIVERMORE AMATEUR RADIO KLUB P.O. BOX 3190

LIVERMORE, CA 94550-3190 Web: http://www.livermoreARK.org
E-mail list: livermoreark@groups.io

GET YOUR HAM LICENSE OR UPGRADE. LARK conducts license testing following the

club meeting. Sign-up at https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/94550/inperson or scan QR
Code.

OFFICE CONTACT CALL

President & George
Moorehead KG6GEM

Chris Quirk w6CJQ wécjq at yahoo dot com 925 202 1198

ryan dot andrew dot mahoney at
Ryan Mahoney | W6RAM gmail dot com 925 786 0640

Bob Gallagher | KAGIRT |9allagher dottaxes at gmail dot| g5 549 gg77

Roger Deming KK6RD | rogerdeming at yahoo dot com | 925 484 1285

kg6wiu1 at comcast dot net | 925 516 2676

David Counts KG6WIR |(dicounts at sbcglobal dot net 925 895 4698

Nate Moore NS8MOR nate at nateandamy dot org | 925 577 4916

Steve Nissen K8YIP |s dot nissen55 at gmail dot com| 650 270 3796
Brian Zoraster | KA6ZED ka6zed at gmail dot com 925 786 8412

Repeater Chair lan Parker W6TCP wb6tcpian at gmail dot com

Website Saurabh Bhasin N6RUN saurabh at bhasin at in

N\ ETHEHCTESGIE  Gregory Kiyoi | KN6RUQ | editor at livermoreark dot org
NJEW membership at livermoreark dot 925 858 4608

Membership Bernie Bernstein

or
Julian Riccomini | WB6BDD wb6bdd at gn?ail dot com

Net Coordinator Ed Diemer AEG6D ae6d at arrl dot net

RFI Gary Johnson NA6O gwj at me dot com

éggg;g;gr Arnold Harding KQ6DI kq6di at comcast dot net

T-Hunts Brian Zoraster | KAGZED ka6zed at gmail dot com 925 786 8412
Rich Harrington | KN6FW

Swap n Shop Mark Bowers KK6UKU 925 339 4212

Ask the Elmer Lee Zalaznik KI60Y lee dot zalaznilr(l:tt sbeglobal dot | 955 699 5908

Hospitality Brian Zoraster | KAGZED ka6zed at gmail dot com 925 786 8412

Facebook—http://www.facebook.com/LivermoreARK
Twitter link : https://twitter.com/LivermoreARK

Special interests: View: AREDN Mesh http://www.aredn.org.

CERT NEWS: CERT contact - Email: cert@Ipfire.org or (925) 454-2361
Meetings 3rd Wednesdays. Remillard RM 3333 Busch Rd. Pleasanton.
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LARK Membership Form

LARK LIVERMORE AMATEUR RADIO KLUB
P.O. BOX 3190, LIVERMORE, CA 94551-3190

An ARRL Affiliated Club

LARK MEMBERSHIP FORM - Print, fill out, mail in with check.

Circle all that apply: New / Renewing / Family Date:

NAME:

CALL SIGN: (Leave blank if no call sign)
ARRL MEMBER? YES / NO

ADDRESS:

PHONE: ( ) -
UNLISTED? ___ YES NO

Enter your E-mail here and stay connected:
LARK NEWS featuring upcoming club events and articles is available monthly via email.
Access the current and back issues on our website. http://www.livermoreark.org/

ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS (At the same mailing address, only $2.00 per person)

NAME gﬁ;‘;‘ Mgﬁlﬁfl PHONE EMAIL
~_YES _NO
__YES __NO
__YES_NO
ANNUAL DUES # PRIMARY ($20.00) ADDITIONAL MEMBERS # ($2.00 each)
TOTAL: § MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Livermore Amateur Radio Klub. Thank You.

Membership is $20.00 per calendar year starting on Jan 1 through Dec. 31.

To complete membership by mail: print and fill out this form, include a check payable to Livermore
Amateur Radio Klub, and mail to: LARK Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 3190, Livermore, CA,
94551-3190. Please be sure your complete mailing address, e-mail, and call sign are on your check.

Questions? Contact the Membership Team via email: membership@livermoreark.org You may
also complete membership application and payment by: Bringing this form filled out and pay by
cash or check to either the Membership Chairman or Treasurer at any general meeting. Or: pay
with a credit card or PayPal account on the Club’s membership page:

http://livermoreark.org/membership/membership.html.

Thank you and welcome aboard from LARK and the Membership Team.

Jan 18, 2026
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